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BEPORT CF THT CIVIL AERCI AUTICS BOARD
21 the
Tnvestigation of an Accident Invelring ldireraft
1h Scheduled Air Carrier Coeration

FPilct Ralph Leo Burton, age 34, of Cheyenne, Wyoming was fstally
injured sbout 7:45 a.m. March 26, 1944, when the aircraft on Flight 3 -
of Inland Air Lines struck the ground wnder conCitions of low visibility,
gseven miles north-northwest of Ottumwa, S, D, No —assengers were aboard,
The plane was being operated in scheculed air carrier service betmeen -
Huron, 3. D., and Cheyenne, "yoeming, uith intermediate stops at Fierre,
S. D. and other points,

-

Burton held a commercial ceriiflicate with single-—engaine land,

0=-320 h.p, and flight instructor ratings., He had accumulated 57251 hours
of flying time, wncluing 569 in che type arrcraft involved, The nlane,
a Beecheraft C17B, MC 17050, rowered by & Jacobs 285 h.p, engine and )
owned by Inland Air Lines, Inc., was dernclished bv imnact and faire, It
was seven years old and had been orerated 2733 hours, including f:ve
hours since the last major cverhaul of the plane and engine., Total Lime
on the engine was 1912 hours,

The flight, */hich oringinated at Huroh, hac been held over st Pierre
on March 25 because of darkness. Burton tock off from Pierre at 7-14 a.m,
March 26 to fly to Rapid City, S, D. TJeather Bureau forecasts and maps
andicated generslly favorable weather with scattered squalls and snow
showers along the route, The only report received from Burton was two
minutes after take—off vhen he radiced that he was cruising ceontact, A
rencher, three miles from vhere the airplare crashed, saw the plane fly—
ing in a southwesterly dirsction so low 1f barely cleared m1s barn. -He
said the engine sounded normal. The flight was due over ¥:lesville, 3.-D,
at 7:45 a.m, and when no rositlon report had been received at 7:48 a.m,,
a search was started, The vreclage was lceated aloul *taree hours later on
a snow—covered rolling prairie suitable for an emergercr landing.

-

Investigation revealed that the airereft had struck the ground =ith
porer applied and the landing gear retracted. Smaller rarts of the plane
were scattered some distarce from the main wrecgage ana tae body of the
pilot, who had been thrown out of the ship, was lving 125 feet amray. It
could not be deterrined tihether there had been an explosion. The vilot's
hair had been singed, his right nee barned and his rizht glove, -thich
had been thrown clear of the body, was charred,

A farmer living 3/L mile from —here the accident occurred stated
that there were lo: clouds near the scene and at the time of the accident
visibility was from 300 rerds to two rules, The alr was nisty and light
snow was falling,
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